
Hays High School 11th Grade AP English Language Summer Reading Assignment 
2020-2021 

 
Welcome readers and writers to 11th grade AP! We look forward to working with you during the next school 
year. Due to the circumstances of the Coronavirus, it is optional that students read and annotate a book 
during the summer.  We believe that reading and annotating one of the books below will help support your 
student’s transition to the next grade level. As part of this course, students will read and annotate a nonfiction 
book during the summer. 
 
NOTE: All students will have three weeks to read one of these books at the beginning of the school 
year.  Beginning the book over the summer will help them get ahead. 
 
 

Goal of Hays CISD Summer Reading: In Hays CISD, the purpose of summer reading is to encourage 
independent reading at all levels through reinforcing comprehension skills and exposing students to a 
broader view of the world.  At the high school level, all students are encouraged to read, but only P-AP/AP 
students read and complete the annotations. Summer reading will contribute to the development of students 
as critical thinkers and lifelong learners.  
 
 

 
STEPS TO SUCCESS: 

STEP 1 
Please select one of the following novels to read over the summer.  

***IMPORTANT NOTE*** 
Some of the titles below deal with mature and/or controversial subject matter. Parents and students 
will want to preview their potential book choice prior to reading and discuss if the book is the “right 
fit” for the student. One quick way to preview the subject matter is to read reviews from online sites 
like Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Common Sense Media, Destiny Library Catalog, or Goodreads. 

 

 
 
Nickel and Dimed   
by Barbara Ehrenreich  (ISBN:978-0312626686 )  
Lexile - 1340     Amazon Purchase Link 
  
Millions of Americans work full time, year round, for poverty-level wages. In  
1998, Barbara Ehrenreich decided to join them. She was inspired in part by the rhetoric 
surrounding welfare reform, which promised that a job -- any job – can be the ticket to a 
better life. But how does anyone survive, let alone prosper, on $6 an hour? To find out, 
Ehrenreich left her home, took the cheapest lodgings she could find, and accepted 
whatever jobs she was offered. Moving from Florida to Maine to Minnesota, she worked 
as a waitress, a hotel maid, a cleaning woman, a nursing-home aide, and a Wal-Mart 
sales clerk. She lived in trailer parks and crumbling residential motels. Very quickly, she 
discovered that no job is truly "unskilled," that even the lowliest occupations require 
exhausting mental and muscular effort. She also learned that one job is not enough; you 
need at least two if you intend to live indoors. 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/104524
https://www.goodreads.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Nickel-Dimed-Not-Getting-America/dp/0312626681/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=nickel+and+dimed&qid=1588546533&sr=8-1


 

Burning Down the House  
by Nell Bernstein  (ISBN: 978-1620971314) 
Lexile - 1280     Amazon Purchase Link 
 
An epic work of investigative journalism that lays bare our nation’s brutal and 
counterproductive juvenile prisons and is a clarion call to bring our children home,” Nell 
Bernstein eloquently argues that there is no good way to lock up a child. Making the 
radical argument that state-run detention centers should be abolished completely, her 
“passionate and convincing” book points out that our system of juvenile justice flies in 
the face of everything we know about what motivates young people to change. 
 

 

The Sixth Extinction  
by Elizabeth Kolbert (ISBN: 978-1250062185) 
Lexile - 1190     Amazon Purchase Link 
 
Over the last half billion years there have been Five mass extinctions when the diversity 
of life on earth suddenly and dramatically contracted Scientists around the world are 
currently monitoring the sixth extinction predicted to be the most devastating extinction 
event since the asteroid impact that wiped out the dinosaurs- this time around the 
cataclysm is us. In prose that is at once frank, entertaining, and deeply informed, New 
Yorker writer Elizabeth Kolbert tells us why and how human beings have altered life on 
the planet in a way no species has before. Interweaving research in half a dozen 
disciplines, descriptions of the fascinating species that have already been lost, and the 
history of extinction, as a concept, Kolbert provides a moving and comprehensive 
account of the disappearances occurring before our very eyes. She shows that the sixth 
extinction is likely to be mankind’s most lasting legacy compelling us to rethink the 
fundamental question of what it means to be human. 
 

 

Outliers 
by Malcolm Gladwell (ISBN: 978-0316017930) 
Lexile - 1080     Amazon Purchase Link 
 
In this stunning book, Malcolm Gladwell takes the reader on an intellectual journey 
through the world of "outliers"--the best and the brightest, the most 
famous and the most successful.  He asks the question:  what makes high-achievers 
different? His answer is that we pay too much attention to what successful people are 
like, and too little attention to where they are from: that is, their culture, their family, their 
generation, and the idiosyncratic experiences of their upbringing. Along the way he 
explains the secrets of software billionaires, what it takes to be a great soccer player, 
and what made the Beatles the greatest rock band. 
 

 

 
Where might I find these books? 

 
If possible, students should purchase their own copies of their chosen novel in order to take notes in the 
margins and underline or highlight notable passages. Students will need to have access to their book until the 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Burning-Down-House-Juvenile-Prison/dp/1620971313/ref=sr_1_3?crid=KGA4RRPZL6Z5&dchild=1&keywords=burning+down+the+house&qid=1588547928&sprefix=burning+down+the+%2Caps%2C307&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Sixth-Extinction-Unnatural-History/dp/1250062187/ref=sr_1_1?crid=BJABGCGCLLLD&dchild=1&keywords=the+sixth+extinction&qid=1588548419&sprefix=the+sixth+ext%2Caps%2C282&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Outliers-Story-Success-Malcolm-Gladwell/dp/0316017930/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=outliers&qid=1588552400&sr=8-1


end of October. You may buy these books cheaply online and find copies at our local bookstores. (Do not use 
audiobooks/digital copies). Amazon links have been provided in the chart above. 
 
Students who are eligible for and/or have documented designated supports on state assessments (rti, 504, 
IEP) for oral administration, may use audiobooks/digital copies through Learning Ally, Talking Books, etc. 
Please contact your student’s classroom teacher, dyslexia teacher, and/or special education case manager for 
more information about access. 

 
If these options are not viable, we do have a limited number of some titles available at school, but these may 
not be annotated or marked in any way. (Sticky notes will need to be used for annotating)These books will be 
distributed on a first-come, first-served basis. Those interested may contact one of the teachers listed below 
before school is out for the summer. 
 
STEP 2 
 
While reading, students are expected to annotate their chosen novel according to the “Marking the Text and 
Writing in the Magins” strategies provided in this document to assist in their comprehension. If a student is 
unable to mark up and make notes in their chosen book, they may use sticky notes.  
 
How do I annotate? 

● Underline or highlight the major points. 
● Circle keywords or phrases that are confusing or unknown to you. 
● Write notes in the margins restating the author’s ideas. 

 
How do I annotate when I have documented designated supports? 

● Select a platform or alternative annotation system that is most comfortable for you such as :  Cowriter, 
Google Read and Write, composition book (pencil/paper), sticky notes placed in a notebook, etc 

● Organize your annotations by: 
○ Noting the Chapter as the heading; AND 
○ Listing the page number for EACH entry 

 
● Type/write major points of chapter 
● Type/write keywords or phrases that are confusing or unknown to you 
● Type/write notes about author’s ideas 

 
 

 

 



Annotation: Marking the Text and Writing in the Margins 
 
As you read through a text, follow the four steps below. 
 
1. Circle KEY terms: Names of people, places, and/or dates.  Look at these circles as there to help you find information quickly. 
You are not expected to circle every single name, place, or date.  

2. Underline the author’s claim (what are they arguing or trying to persuade you to believe) or other IMPORTANT information 
(If I were to ask you why it’s important, you should be able to answer me.). 

3. Underline anything you want to remember (Again, if I were to ask you why it’s important, you should be able to answer me.). 
However, if half of every other page is underlined, you’re not being picky enough. 

4. Divide your book into six equal parts. Be sure to include prologues, epilogues, afterwards, etc. Use at least one strategy in each 
part. Be sure to use each strategy at least once. 

 

Visualize Summarize 

Visualize what the author is saying and draw an illustration or 
diagram in the margin. When visualizing, ask: 

● What does this look like? 
● How can I draw this concept/idea 
● What visual or symbol represents this idea? 

 

Briefly summarize paragraphs or sections of a text. It would be wise 
to do this at the end of every chapter. Summaries will: 

● State what the section/chapter is about 
● Describe what the author is doing 
● Account for key terms and/or ideas 

Clarify Connect 

Clarify complex ideas in the text through analysis, synthesis, and 
evaluation. You might: 

● Define key terms 
● Discuss possible meanings of a passage 
● Discuss the importance of a passage 
● Make connections among ideas in the text 

Make connections with the reading to your own life and the world. 
While reading, you might ask: 

● How does this relate to me? 
● What do I know about this? 
● How does this relate to the world? 
● What do I believe about this? 

 
*The best connections answer the “so what?” question. What does 
the connection tell you? Why is it interesting or important?* 

Respond Question 

Respond to ideas in the text. Your responses can be personal or 
analytical. Readers often respond to: 

● Interesting ideas 
● Emotional arguments 
● Provocative statements 
● Author’s claims 
● Facts or data 

Question both the ideas in the text AND your own understanding of 
the text. While reading, you might ask: 

● What is the author saying? 
● What do I understand so far? 
● What is the purpose of this section? 
● What do I agree/disagree with? 

 
*Be sure to add follow-up. Explain WHY you are asking this 
question.* 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
STEP 3 
 
 
Consider your strengths and weaknesses as a reader.  You are encouraged to start reading before the first day 
of school if you are a slow reader or if you know you will have a lot of extracurriculars when school starts, start 
reading during the summer.  HOWEVER, since we will be using the book for most of the first nine weeks, you 
want it to be fresh in your mind.  It is not recommended that you plough through the book in June just to get it 
out of the way.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact  JoLynn Meade at Jolynn.Meade@hayscisd.net. 

 


